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Dear Sir; 

This Communication is in response to the July 16, 2004 Advisory Action and to make of 
record a telephone discussion with SPE Gleim Caldaiola. 
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PATENT 
120301-2382A 

REMARKS 

This is to make of record the telephone discussion with SPE Glenn Caldarola on July 28, 

2004. 

SPE Glenn Caldarola is thanked for reviewing the prosecution of this appUcation. 
Specifically, claims 11 , 12 and 1 5-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being allegedly 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5 J20,872 to Gupta. C'Gupta"). In addition, claim 13 was rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103Ca) as being aUegedly unpatentable over Gupta in view of Lacy et al. (US 
Patent No. 3,314,879). Further, claims 14 and 21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
allegedly unpatentable over Gupta in view of Lacy, further in view of Egloff (US Patent No. 
1,707,349). 

As shown by previous submission, the present application claims priority to French 
Patent AppUcation No. 96/16290, filed on December 31, 1996; and, the present invention has a 
December 31, 1996 effective filing date. 

From the July 28, 2004 discussion, it is believed that SPE Glenn Caldarola's view is that 
Gupta is not available against the present application because the effective filing date of the 
instant application antedates the effective filing date of Gupta. Further, it is believed Aat SPE 
Glenn Caldarola's view is that "antedate" means "on or before". 

Specifically, under MPEP 706.02(b) a rejection based on 35 U.S.C. 102(e) can be 
overcome by: , . . 

(E) Perfecting a claun to priority under 35 U.S.C. 119 (a)-(d) within the time 
period set in 37 CFR 1.55(a)(1) . . .The foreign priority filing date must antedate 
the reference and be perfected . , . 
{Advisory Action at 3). 

The instant application has an effective filing date of December 31, 1996. In addition^ 
Gupta has an effective filing date of December 31, 1996. Because the instant invention's 
effective filing date falls on the same date as Gupta's effective filing date, the instant application 
antedates Gupta. Thus, Gupta is not available against the instant application. 

Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the art rejections under 35 U.S.C. §§ 
102(e) and 103 as to Gupta are respectfiilly requested. 

SPE Glenn Caldarola is again thanked for the courtesies extended during the telephonic 
discussion. 
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PATENT 
120301-2382A 

rONCLUSION 

The remarks herein place the appUcation in condition for allowance. Consideration and 
entry of this paper and early and favorable reconsideration of the appUcation, and prompt 
issuance of a Notice of Allowance, are eamestiy soUcited. 

Respectfiilly submitted, 

FROMMER LAWRENCE ^ HAUG LLP/ 
Attorney for Applicants 


Ttomas J. Kxwalski 
Reg. No. 32,147 
Christian M. Smolizza 
Reg. No. 46,319 
(212) 588-0800 
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